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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This action is responsive to application filed on Sep. 26, 2001. Claims 1-20 are pending 
examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Zisapel et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,249,801). 

4. In reference to claim 1, Zisapel teaches a method for re-directing a client session, 
comprising: 

receiving a request from a client terminal (see col. 1 lines 29-41 and col. 2 lines 20-27); 
selecting one of a plurality of gateways to process the request (see col. 2 lines 28-39); 
sending a re-direct message to the client terminal, the re-direct message including 
information identifying the selected gateway (see col. 3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 3). 

5. In reference to claim 2, Zisapel teaches the method of Claim 1, wherein the information 
identifying the selected gateway may include a private port number associated with the selected 
gateway (see col. 6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15). 
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6. In reference to claim 3, Zisapel teaches the method of Claim 2, further comprising: 
receiving a subsequent request associated with the 

re-direct message, the subsequent request including the private port number associated 
with the selected gateway; 

translating the port number associated with the selected gateway to an actual port number 
of the selected gateway (see col. 6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 and col. 3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 3). 

7. In reference to claim 4, Zisapel teaches the method of Claim 3, further comprising: 
forwarding the subsequent request to the selected gateway, the subsequent request including the 
actual port number of the selected gateway (see col. 6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 and col. 3. lines 60- 
col. 4 lines 3). 

8. In reference to claim 5, Zisapel teaches the method of Claim 4, further comprising: 
receiving a response to the subsequent request from the selected gateway, the response 

including the actual port number of the selected gateway; 

translating the actual port number of the selected gateway to the private port number 
associated with the selected gateway (see col. 6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 and col. 3. lines 60-coL 4 
lines 3). 

9. In reference to claim 6, Zisapel teaches the method of Claim 5, further comprising: 
forwarding the response to the client terminal, the response including the private port 

number associated with the selected gateway (see col. 6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 and col. 3. lines 
60-col. 4 lines 3). 

10. In reference to claim 7, Zisapel teaches the method of Claim 1, further comprising: 
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maintaining an association between the client terminal and the selected gateway (see col. 
6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 and col. 3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 3). 

11. In reference to claim 8, Zisapel teaches the method of Claim 1, wherein the information 
identifying the selected gateway includes an Internet Protocol address of the selected gateway 
(see col. 6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 and col. 3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 3). 

12. In reference to claim 9, Zisapel teaches the method of Claim 8, further comprising: 
receiving a subsequent request associated with the re-direct message, the subsequent 

request including the Internet Protocol address of the selected gateway (see col. 6 lines 50-col. 7 
lines 15 and col. 3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 3). 

13. In reference to claim 10, Zisapel teaches the method of Claim 9, further comprising: 
forwarding the subsequent request to the selected gateway, the subsequent request 

including the Internet Protocol address of the selected gateway (see col. 6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 
and col. 3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 3). 

14. In reference to claim 11, Zisapel teaches the method of Claim 10, further comprising: 
receiving a response to the subsequent request from the selected gateway, the response 

including the Internet Protocol address of the selected gateway; 

forwarding the response to the client terminal (see col 6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 and col. 
3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 3). 

15. In reference to claim 12, Zisapel teaches the method of Claim 1, further comprising: 
maintaining an association between the client terminal and the selected gateway (see col. 

6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 and col 3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 3). 
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16. In reference to claim 13, Zisapel teaches an apparatus for re-directing a client session, 
comprising: 

means for receiving a request from a client terminal (see col. 3 lines 20-45); 

means for selecting one of a plurality of gateways to process the request (see col. 3 lines 

20-45); 

means for sending a re-direct message to the client terminal, the re-direct message 
including information identifying the selected gateway (see col. 6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 and col. 
3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 3). 

17. In reference to claim 14, Zisapel teaches the apparatus of Claim 13, wherein the^ 
information identifying the selected gateway may be a private port number associated with the 
selected gateway (see col. 6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 and col. 3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 3). 

18. In reference to claim 15, Zisapel teaches the method of Claim 13, wherein the 
information associated with the selected gateway is an Internet Protocol address of the selected 
gateway (see col. 6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 and col. 3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 3). 

19. In reference to claim 16, Zisapel teaches the apparatus of Claim 13, further comprising: 
means for maintaining an association between, the client terminal and the selected 

gateway (see col. 6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 and col. 3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 3). 

20. In reference to claim 17, Zisapel teaches an apparatus for re-directing a client session, 
comprising: 

a load balancer operable to receive an initial request from a client terminal, the load 
balancer operable to select one of a plurality of gateways to process the request, the load 
balancer operable to send a re-direct message to the client terminal in response to the request, 
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re-direct message including information identifying the selected gateway (see col. 6 lines 50-col. 
7 lines 15 and col. 3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 3). 

21. In reference to claim 18, Zisapel teaches the apparatus of Claim 17, wherein the load 
balancer receives a subsequent request from the client terminal, the subsequent request including 
the information identifying the selected gateway, the load balancer operable to forward the 
request to the selected gateway (see col. 6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 and col. 3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 
3). 

22. In reference to claim 19, Zisapel teaches the apparatus of Claim 17, wherein the load 
balancer maintains an association between the client terminal and the selected gateway (see col. 
6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 and col. 3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 3). 

23. In reference to claim 20, Zisapel teaches the apparatus of Claim 17, wherein the 
information identifying the selected gateway includes one of a private port number associated 
with the selected gateway and an Internet Protocol address of the selected gateway (see col. 6 
lines 50-col. 7 lines 15 and col. 3. lines 60-col. 4 lines 3). 

24. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Handling packet fragments in a distributed network service environment by Albert et al., 
U.S. Patent No. 6,742,045 
- Scalable domain name system with persistence and load balancing by Swildens et al., 
U.S. patent No. 6,754,706 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramy M Osman whose telephone number is (571) 272-4008. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




